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This is the background to the wievwired cyberpunk world, The first edition of this
hendbook wes entitied MMLV], and wos issued In 1993 for our first event, ‘Opening
Nite ot the Nosferotu'. Since then, much has chonged, and there ore three years of
'histony' to include.

Some of the chopters of the original document remaln intoct, while others have been
substontially revised. None of the informotion in the original edition is wrong, It Is just
thot we feel It Is no longer relevant to understonding the badsaround of the ey wi red
compoign. Please feel free to refer to your original edition, If you have one, but please
don't feel left out if you don't. We den't think you're missing caything important.

Finally, this is a beta version of the irwired badkground quide. Please feel free to
inform us of any bugs, problems, or potentiol improvements.

Thanks ,
the i arwired referees
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A History Lesson.

Timeline
1993 - Then
1995 - Microsoft dominates software industiy
1996 - Internet hype In full swing
1997 - The Year of Terror
1999 - Plex formed from o number of smalker multinotionals
2000 - Lotus, Intel & Micosoft merge into UM
2001 - (harles Il crowned
2003 - First public HDTV broadcasts
2004 - Fuller Demes Project commenced Ia UK
- President Schwarzeneger elected in US
2005 - The rise of the Zoibatsus
2006 - Schworzeneger opeas first MetroPlex in Boston
2007 - The yeor of the Domino
2008 - Plexification starts
- President Schwwarzeneqer re-elected
2010 - First public Tri-D broackasts
2012 - President Schwarzeneger re-glected for third tesm
2013 - 8T and AT&T merge into ATGT-Concert, the biggest globel telecoms company
2014 - Middie €astern 'brushfire” wars erupt into full blown combat, US fails to intenvene
2015 - The sacond Oil Crisis
2016 - Henry IX crowned
- US constitution suspended
- Plex franchises take over many functions of local or state govermment
2032 - Plexification of Britain complets
2031 - First public SIm/Stim ™ broadcasts
2036 - First Plexcorts avallable
037 - First Replicont soid
2038 - The first Orbital construction commences
2048 - Richard IV crowned
2050 - Sim/Stim corts overtake all other media sales (by volue)
2056 - Antech dies,
- Maxico nuked
2057 - 'Red Plogue’ devastotes Luna Colonies, cad spreods to €orth
- Comelot theme pork opens In Comuxall.
- Sheffield BFA bose destroyed by mass criver
2058 - gxbef R:zl:trotion Bill pessed
- BFR distributes ?Iogue suppressant to SINless
- "The Brown Out"
- Plex Spoce copture Luna
2059 - Now

The Year of Terror

Uudgement Doy,
1997 wos the beginning of the end. Predicted b']' seers ond fakirs (and maybe even Nostrodomus) os the year the
world wos due to end, the Nineties Pre-Millenniol Tension come to ¢ head. Eveny fool with a divine ar insane couse
took 1o the streets, and the hysterio simply grew and grew.

Terorists of eveny political or religious belief took the opportunity granted by the burgeoning hysterio to fon the
flomes of their just causes, and thousands of people died acass €urope and the USA in bomb attacks.

free Love For LA (FLAL) coused major panic across Colifornia when it successfully dumped LSD into the WA water supply.
The overnight death totals reached 7500 before the police succumbed and the Notional Guard were colled in.

Governments reeled under the onslought. €ach new day seemad to bring o new radical faction with wild demands
and 30 kilos of Semtex to back it up. Tronsotlontic air travel all but ceased. Virgin Rirlines weat under * and BA barely
sunvived.

Mctters came to o heod in September, when the Kion threatened to explode o home-made nudeor device en the top
of the €mpire Stote Building unless their demands to limit voting rights to white male landowners were met. Popular
opinion colled for o witdvhunt, however the President floundered in indecision and contradictony advice. He deloyed
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until three hours before the deadline, requested an extension, was gronted it. and three hours latar, the Manhatton
skyline exploded in fire ond death.

World opinion of the US slumped os it wos shown to be a "paper tiger*. Crippled by the foilure of its highest office,
and the ioss of its sacond copital, the USA swiltly became the whipping boy of any group with ¢ gun and o cause. In
a stote of shodk, world governments began to clamp down on thelr citizeas, with horder lows and tighter palicing. And
so the sligpery slide to the future hod begun.

Curlousty en . the Millennivm passed I not quietly, then ot least without major incident. The world cwoke on
Jonwary 1 . and looked at the mess from the night before. No angels, no Se<ond Coming, no tidal waves and
earthquakes, no end-of-it-cll. So the world dumped the rubbish In the gorden, and went badk to sleep. Little oid it
know whot olse was in store...

* However Virgin loter sued the US ¢ad British Governments in American courts. for negl{geme in ollowing the
sitvation to develop os It hod. The settiement wos astronomical, a mere dop In the bucget deficit, but
bankeupting for the British economy. Desperate for cash, the British government did o dest: Virgin ot the BBC, and
the Exchequer teok the US administration’s dollars. And so the Branson Broadkasting Company waes born.

Ecollapse
The nising of the seq, the folling of the sk

In the early years of the ngf“' Century, the real effects of the ravages vested ugon the €orth's ecosystem were
felt, An incracsing incidence of skin cancer and sterility caused by the depletion of the azone loyer weos felt most:
strongly in the temperate ond poler regions. Global warming raced beyond the predicted limits, as the natural
feedback medhanisms stuttered and failed. The sea level rose by os much os buo metres in the period 1980-2035,
flocding many lowlond arecs. In South Americo, the Amozon Besin wos devostated through exploitotion ond
ecological comage. In all, 85% of tropical roinforests extont ot the turn of the centuny were no longer In existence by
2043. In €wope, the low countries were devastated. and In Britain, many coastol areas were lost to the encroothing
SB05.

The British Coalitlon government, formed of Lobour and Conservotive parties desperste to malntaln their hold on
power against the growing Greea, Anorchist and uddite movements, Instituted emergency measures. The London
flood barier was Iy closed, ond the borders of the copital reinforced, cousing the flooding of mony areas of
Heot and Essex .To counter the growing threot of Uktra-Violet rediation, an ambitious (and financially <rippling)
program of protection was embarked upon. The Fuller Domes Project envisoged building fuge UV proof domes over
all major cities, The central perts of London were the first to be covered, amidst great cutrage from other cities. The
et Tyneside conwbation was also ompleted before funding ran out. Partially domed were Liverpoot, Leeds,
chester, Bristol ond Birmingham. Certain richer areas in the south Invested in their own protecive measwes in the
disastrous yeors that followses.

Scottish and Welsh natienal parties protested, winning eledtion after election in the ‘orovinces®, but the “British”
qovernment refused to acknowledae ony rights to devolution or secesslon. The seeds of dissension were being soum.

The Domino Effect
The Single Morket topples

At the stort of the 21st century, world govemments spirolled further into totel collopse. A falling ecosystem ond
decades of trade wor between the power blocks had taken their toll. As the domino effect caused the econamies of
the US, G5, Ponfifrique Lleague ond China to teeter, smaller notions suffering werst of oll. Britain wes caught in the
choin of €uro-catostrophy as first the €C, ond then the member stotes went under, Operating out of the Pacific Rim,
megacorporotions steppad into the power gop. These Zaibotsus offered financial and manogement ald to the
economies thelr globol markets had arippled.

Plexification
e Britannia, Britanio nies the woves.,.”
Plexcorp was formed in 1999 from o number of *smoller” global enterprises. With o mission statement to “provide ol

possible leiswe services ot low cost ond best quality, to oll astomers® and o vision to “become the most successhul
entertainment and retoil group in the world®, Plexcorp was unlike cay company the world had ever seen befare.

Jared Matthews, the company chairmon, was o remarkoble mon. Gifted with o unique ability - to find @ new slont on
things, to gex around problems, 1o innovate laterally. Plex decided thot the best way to win and keep dominance in o
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markat, wos to oun it, ond in the entertalnment ond retoil world, that meant you had to own the consumers.

Toking ¢ economically dongerous step, Plex formed o ?Iobd division whose prime responsibility wos to offer

overmnments ‘in difficulties” finoncial and manogerial *help®. IWhether any of these difficulties were coused by the
81@: in the first place is now ocodemic. In Britain, Plex UK first offered the British government finondol assistance in
2008, following the govemment’s neor bankruptoy over the chorted Fuller Domes Project.

Over the next two years, futher finonciol assistonce from the Plex, funded by mass marketing In Britain of Plex
products, wos supplemented by managerial aid. Soon Plex UK executives were entrendhed ot oll levels of government,
ond little by littie, the political infrastructure of the country wos privatised.

Plexmalls storted to appeor at mojor conurbations, and inner-city funding was diverted to build and improve them.
Housing was cheop, but still uncffcrdable for the low paid ond unemployed, who watched their environment
deterlorate as the Plex ceamed off the profits.

By 2032 the Plerxification of Britain was complete. The govemment was no more than a Plex pupget, retained because
it was tod inconsequential to remove, and usefd, os it wos responsible for those parts of the country that the Plex
could not profit from. The monarchy hod been o pointless onachranism sirke the death of Elizabeth I in 2001, and the
Piax let it continue os a bizarre "real-lifs soop opera” until it formalised o luerotive dzal with Richard IV in 2048

Today, most major conurbations cre Flexmalls providing ol necessany goods and sewvices to their cagtive market. The
Plex controls the lives of the majority of the populace through the medic, advertising and the supply choin. You aither
‘live in the megoPlex or don't live ot oll'. who rebel ogainst the mediocrity of their lives, or who are bom
‘SiNless” - without & Single Identificotion Number - reside In the no-man’s land of the 'burbs and the housing projects,
Mixch of the cutskints of mojor cities is unchonged from the lote 1980s, althoush in @ much worse state of repair

Britain is no mare. Welome to Plex UK.

The Recent Past
Fiddling While Garo Burns”

Tha past few years hove been problematic for Plexcorp. Things started to fall apart in 2054-55, when the dording of
the gm!Snm circuit, Aztech, started to fiex her controctualiy-free wings, Recording wos holted while she unexpactediy
disoppecred for weeks at a time. Fannish rumours about licisons between her ond other medic celebrities dida't
quite ring true. "Tedorist’ ottacks on vital Plex installotions were ot an all-time-hich, ond numerous ‘subversive’ groups
were springing up from all sides.

Aztech retumed to the fold, and commenced recording whot was regorded os her spactaculor magnum opus, A Night
in Criba”™. Then, disoster struck. Aztech, who hod been the popudar face of the Plex to billions of consumers, was
ollcgedlu slain when a spectaculer fireball enveloped her traller. The Plex media tondwagon went into overlood, with
svicidal fans throwing themselves off buildings, ond Plex executives cppearing on oll media eppealting for colm. Most
of the rioting wes not reported, Sales of Aztech stim cantridges rocketed.

Shortly thereafter, global eveats to a tum for the worst. Partias unknown unleashed a full nuclear strike on Maxico.
The Plex dalmed it was the BFA, a so-calied Ecotemorist oroup, while the 'subversives daimed it wos the Plez, Millicns
of people died In homific circumstonces. There wWas no oukm.cThae were no reprisols. The culprits were never found.
Curlousliy enough, o large part of the (previousiy) surviving Mexican rain forest hod been cwaed by Aztech.

Gilcbaily, the offects of this strike are still being felt todey. For months. radiooctive fallout roined down over Southem
America and the farmer United States. Thousands of survivars fied central America, forming o rediation-bumt convory
travelling rorth. The erwlronmente! domoge wos severe. The lost surviving major tracts of old- th rainforest weare
lold woste. The whole globe suffered increased levels of radioactivity for years, with Northern €urope picking up more
thon it's Foir shore on the Trode Winds.

The Rise of the Plague

Worse was to hoppen in 2057. A strange virus storted attading the replicants and other ‘artifidal persons’ who made
up the mojority of the Independent Confederated Lunar Colonies. This virus was fatal with in weeks, causing horific
scenes of death throughout the tunnels and residences of the colonies, Pure bred humons seemed Immune. Plex gut o
blodiade on all fllghts to Luna untll the situaticn was deolt with.

Somehow, ond nobody knows how, the plogue found It was to €arth. Plex called it the ‘Replicont Plague’, and for o
while it seemed to be so. Then the number of deaths of so-«alled rague repliconts continued to rise beyond all
reasonoble fimits, and it was reclised thot the disease was not so selective. As people aashed and bled out
throughout the world, it became known os "The Red Plague’
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Tens of thousands of people died before the cause of the plague wos discovered. ond It took a hero to find o way of
stopping the disease, Johnny Helix oeneticist extrordinalre, synthesised an inhibitor the prevent the pla
becoming active In o person's system. The plague wos airborne, ond highly infection, but only fatal when o healthy
immune system ottempted to remave it from the body.

In short order, the BFA Informed the stroets of the plonet how to synthesise the suppressant. and began shipping
synthesisers to back street dinics. With the plogue everywhere, the need for suppressont wos constant - ene dose
waos required eveny four hows, and & batch enly had a shelf life of o month.

Todoy, the Plex have still not officially recognised the nonfleplicont noture of the plogue, and coses amongst its
immurologicolly-weaker employees and customers ore few. But it still kills, and no wre hos been found. The demand
fer suppressont exceeds the supply by o foctar of 2 to 1, se mony of the poorest ¢continve to suffer ¢ slow and
ogonising deoth. The origins of the plogue are os yet uaknown,

“The Brown Oaut”
The Truth is Owt There, oy Out There

Forll 2058 sow one of the greatest blow ever to strike Plexcorp, For @ period of a number of hours, virtually ol power
was lost ta the Westem hemisphere, from Delhi to Sen francisco half the globe was in dekness, ond choos reigned
suprame. It is still unknown what caused the failure of multiple independent power sources, or what took Plex (ond its
competitors) so long to restore the power, What Is known is the death toll. Millions of people died across holf the
planet, killed in rioting. equipment foilure, or during the dean up operation. Many of the poorest perished. but many
Plex citizens died too. And everyone is scared it wi hopgen ogoin...

Loter in 2058 come sconty news of the long-quorantined Luna colonies. LUith thanks to Plex science. the plague had
opparently teen brought under control, and o grateful Lunar populace had returned to the fold. A few arious souls
maintained thot the colonlsts en lwaa were now all Plex citizens, the origlnal colonists having elther died of the red
plagme, or been sloughtered by o Ples invasion force. The tnuth of these tales remains uncertain.

It is now 2059, There's ondy one way aut. In o box.
Getused o it,

The State of the Union

Politics

Al is not well In Plex UK, The British free Army is increasing Its activity, Since they deprived @ large proportion of
London’s populace of drinking water by destroying the desalination plants on the South Coast, the %lzx has storted
to consider them o major treck. &emdwdmnsddisdfemedwuvuﬂoouwhmmsofmprojmtojoin the BFA
in the wilds of Wales, Yorkshire and Scotland. As yet, they ore but o thom in the side of the Plex, but the wound is
turning septic. and starting to hurt.

Plex increasingly blames any unfortunate accident, or random gang activity on the BFR. Whils the loyal cltizens of Pizx
UK believe every word, the SINless kaow better. The BFA sponsors ond organises soup kitchens, and Increasingly
supplies the plague suppressont free to those in need. The SINless are finally storting to regard them os heroes, snd
the Plex oppears to view them as more of o threat than ever.

The disaffected youth of the SiNless pz::ce, with little education, and obsolutely no prospects or rights, band
tegether in increasingly violent gangs, . like the various neonozi foctions, have ohwoys been with us, while
others, such as the bizarre Clowns. ore wild mutotions of streat-teen culture. 'Voniny gangs ore de rigour, with such
groups os the Stormtroopers, the €asy jadks, ond the Thotdhers.

Others group in poli-clubs, lcosely related to the political parties of the 20th century. Now UHGov is o wholly owned
susidiary of Plex UK, democrogy is more of a shom thon ever - you can vote for the government, but who you vote for
makes no difference to who wins and forms parliament, ond that parlioment hos no power to affect anything orvawoy.
| mesely oxts upon the wishes of Plex executives, Mostly the policubs just battle it out with themsehes ond the 0oNgs
In the war 20nes eround the outskirts of the major cities.
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Health

In the home the auclear family is on anadwonism, maintained only within the secure bounds of the corporte
arcologies. In Britoin, mariage is only prevalent omongst those holding to the oncient faiths. The typicel home
consists of an unemployed of lowwaged parent plus one (or very rorely two) offspring. They live either in on
apar™ent In the projects, or a dilopidored house in the burbs.

A™ospheric pollution makes venturing outside in the conurbs o risky business. Respirators are cheoply avallable oand
next to useless. The spreading gaps In the azone kwer mean that skin cancer is a rising problem, UV screens are
widely avatloble, ond certaln maojor conwrbs have their inner cities covered by polymer ic domes which shield
out the hormful rodiation, but also oct as ond raise the locol temperatures to 3040 in summer,
and 10-20 In winter. in addition, the domes trep pellution, and in more deprived creas are black with the soot of
burning fires. At the junctions of multi-dome systems, condensction pours from the joints in o perpetual rain.

The Red Plague Milis four street mp&nnsoutofevewﬁvereodml:am of ten - It lets thsir immune systems
develop, and then as they grow stronger, it wipes them out, It is of for someone with occess to suppressant
to die of the Plague, But loose thot access to suppressont, and you are lucky to survive.

Page &

Life Fertlllbi Number of | Number of | Incidence
Spectoncy | Bate (%) | children children of cancer
2056 Saviving (%)
Corporate 110 &7 - - <]
Male.
Corporate 125 2 1.35 1.32 8
Female
Unemployed | 55 45 - - 25
Molcp ye
Unemploped |70 52 3N 217 28
female
SiNless Male | 39 27 - . 47
SINless 47 33 582 1.05 51
female
Life Fertility Number of | Number of | Incidence | Incidence
Expectancy |Roke (%) | children children of concer | of plogue
2059 surviving | (%) (55)
Corporate 115 o7 - - S <00}
Male ‘
Corporate 129 72 1.54 1.5% 6 <0.01
famale
Unemployed | 52 25 - . 30 C.1
Male
Unemployes |65 59 219 1.38 30 0.l
Femdle
SiNless Male | 31 27 - - 52 37
SiNless 37 33 3.07 0.63 52 38
Female

There hos not been any government-run educction In the UK since 2032, when the last stote school was dosed os
*‘uneconomic’. The Plex hos provided TWachoal ™ since 2029, and in 2034 it uas made {but unenforeed) for
oll 5 - 14 yeor olds. The UN ron a number of schools for the children of the SINless in deprived orecs of Britain pricr to
its collopse, and there are still schools run by stalwarts of the vorious religlous groups, but the only woy for mast ta
gain a decent education is to poy for it. All higher education Is corporate Ewdod. ond it Is o rare company that offers
a "strings-free” sponsorship these days.

There ore no more state-aun hospitals either. ¥ you hove a job, you moy be able to offord the medical Insuronce
required for tea™ent in o privete haspitel, but if not, thea you're In trouble.

For those without o SIN, things are even worse. The SiNless used to be able to get free healthcare (all be it of o
minimal standord) and education from the United Notions funded hospitals ond schools. Unfortunately, with the
collopse of the UN earlier this year with billion credit debts, these facilities are without funding and in donger of

R T e —————
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collopse.

There is a wide split in the levels of health in the populoce. Curlously enough, the split is most noticeable between
those who hove corporate jobs ond housing, and thasa who do not.

Law @nd Order

In 2059, what octually is o aime is poorly defined. Those who own the police cwn the low, ond the police have three
mosters in Britaln: PledJK funds the Plexfolice, UGov (the Plex's puppet govemnment) funds the British Unified
Aegional Police service, and then thare are the Pay Cops, available to cnyone who con poy the fee. In addition, most
corporates have private security guarding their conurbs and areologies,

The PlexPolice ore responsible for security ot Plexmalls and in public conurbs (Including the mojority of domed areos,
and some uwndomed feeder ‘burbs for reglonal Plexmells). Well resourced, they ore oftimes used by the Plex as o
military force, and are regarded by their opponents as unnecessarily brutal and auel.

PlexPolice are olso responsible for maintalning the security of all Plex personnel and installations. In addition, there is
0 “resenvist” organisction of adequately trained volunteers who will be called up “in times of war'. Pleolice ore the
nearest Plexcorp mointains to o stonding ormy. In times of conflict, ond otherwise, they are deodiy effective.

The British Unified Regional Police service Is o poorly funded, underresourced force, responsible for policing those
ports of the country the Plex hos no interest In. Ranging from the troditional vilkage bobby through to Speciol Potrol
Groups with responsibility for policing the remoining Tollfree roods. Increasingly useless, ond maintained for
‘political’ reasons, and as @ tourist ottraction.

ore not found In Plexmanaged oreos. They roam the violence-prone outer dbty areas, criving amowred vons
or riding on heavily protedted motorbikes. Should you wish the assistance of o Pay Cop in on ‘ongoing ¢rime
situotion”, or in o "post-crime resciution phase”, be prepared to poy. Most Poy Cops accept aedits, but prefer cosh,
Of course, they con always refuse pour custom...

Cultare Jamming

Streetiife.

Ufe on the streers is hard and dirty. if you're on the strest, you have no SIN, at least thot you're prepared to odmit
to. Which mecns no source of credit. Hard cash or barter are the only things betwean you ond stonsation. And when
you run out of cosh, or things to barter... But stonwation is the least of your womes.

There |s the Red Plague - o fatal airbome disease thot, start like o back dose of the flu, and, if left untreated, kills
within weeks. A painful, demeaning daath. And there is no cure - only regular does of ‘suppressant’ can keap It at
bay.

There ore the Go Gangs - neo-tribes of youths who run wild in the decaying bordertouwns. €asily Identified by their
colowrs and their prepensity for viclence, the gongs wory in noture from neo-nazi organisations to the foolish (bue
daongerous) Clowns. Recently, the more stoble gongs have sterted to wok with the BFA to distribute plogue

suppressant.

There are the Plexfolice, who seem to believe that being SINless equates to being a ariminal, (Whike not illegol yet, it
is inaeosingly difficult te survive on the streets without breoking o few of the Plex's lows. And there ore the Paycops,
who will only hassle you if you ook like you con offord to po them off,

You wotch

Piroted Rztech Sim/Stims, stolen Tr-B channels, pirate 2-D TV
You reod

NewsNet, FTL (before it folded), Job advens, not very well
You buy

Food, drugs and alcohol (when you con afford to)
You eat

Whenever pou can. cheaply and poorly, mostly tinned food.
You believe :

Suvivol of the fittest, religion of cholce, Information wants to be free, whokever you woant to.
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Plexlife

Life In the Plex Is easy and dean. If you're living in @ Plex conurb, you have o SIN, and oll the benefits thereof- cccess
to credit. heolthcare plans, unemployment insurance, o on instont trace on you whereabouts.

A Plex citizen (or consumer) is likely to live in @ conurt ossociated to o Plexmall, unless they reside in o Metoflex,
where the whole dty centre ts one Plexmall. They will have o job, often with Plexcorp, but possibly with another
corporate. Lorger corporates provide thelr own living ond working spoces within the conurbation - they moy form part
of the community, or more likely, be totally self contained ercoloqy.

Boing o Flex citizen is easy - os fong as you don't think to hard obout who pov are o what gow want. Follow the
crowd, be overage Gt your job, don't stand owt, and don't ever complain, You might just make it big one day.

You watch
G mﬂztech SimyStims, Tri-D Oprah Beruns, How to Get o Promation sitcoms, Bob Violence
oU 1
NewsNet, Catalogues, Very little else

Clothes, fancy meals out, @ new entertoinment console every Year, mors cothes, presents for your bose ond
his wife, arything you wonk
You eat
Wihatever you want, whean aver you want, frequently ot restouronts
You belleve
Whatever you are teld to

You

Money

Credit

In 2059 the: mest common form of money Is the aredit. All tansactions are corfied out through electroaic funds tronsfer.
Everyone hos o Plexaed account by virtue of ctizenship, and if you're not a citizen, you're nobody. A Plexaed account
is keyed on the owner's SIN number. If you're SiNless, then you can't own cedits.

The *White* (i.e. legal) market runs on aedit. Invisible, Indivisible, a credit is no more than o bit of information,
stared on o smortcord of hoorded in @ banks malnframe. As "everyona’ has o Plexaed account, aredits ore used for all
axpendibue - ot leost thot's what you're supposed to beligve.

The smallest uait of currency supported by the Plex for Plexcred account to Plexcred account transfer is 0.01 cradits.
Greater than 2 dedmal aedit, however, moy oppear on bills for sesvices of goads chargad to an account ond settled
{in 0.01 crecht units) at requler intarvals (i.e. o “tab™).

New Yen

The New Yen would hove become the global curency, hod not the Plex intervened. it is still legal to own and spend
New Yen, but its really hord to buy enything legal with It: The New Yen was the cuttency of the Grey Market, until o
mossive aosh in the New Yea's value in 2057 brought the curency Into distepute. Als the prime cunrency of the grey
modtiet. it had beea widely used in semi-legal llegal troding. It is wntrexeable and forgechls (although not
eosily).d

Before the cash, one New Yen was worth roughly half a aredit. In 2059, if you ¢an exchange them, you'd probobly
get 0.01 cedits for o snaT?:: yen, but the octual rote of exchange verles depanding on who, whereby and when the
transaction tokes ploce. only way to exchange credits for New Yea is by purchasing Yen for credit, or vice versa,
from o suitcbly disreputable agent. The supply of New Yen bills in ony one area is finite, so (unfortunately) the rich
connot convert all thelr aedit into New Yen to ovoid taxes, i is speculoted thot the value aash was coused by parties
unknoun flcoding the market with fine forgeries or hoorded notes. The cash stated in the UK, cousing mossive
herdship for those outside of the Plex's control.

New Yen blils ore often used In smoll stakes gambling, often halved or quortered to provide suitable stakes. The
smallest denomination is one New Yen, ond the lorgest, one thousand. There is no colnoge ossoclated with the New
Yen.
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0ld Cash

lllegal to own, difficult to exchange, but completely Plex free, hard cosh is the currency of the Black Market, To own
pounds, dollars, deutchmarks or francs is to bread o person as a complete subversive, outside the domain of the Plex
and tefusin% to be subject to its lows. *Real® money is only ever used, and can only be used, for Il purposes. Al
coinage or notes are volid In the Black Market, which sets its own prices ond its own rates of exchange. It Is
uswol to find that £1 « 31 = 1 FF = T DM etc. £1 is roughly worth 0.25 aedit.

The arosh of the New Yen has seen a rise In the -.sogm&r Old cash, effectively criminalising the scending potterns of
o uhole segmeant of scciety previously refiont on the Yen.

Barter
When cash is lllegal, only cutlows will use cash.

Old-fashioned barter has mads ¢ messive comebodk, especially since the crash of the New Yen. Some parts of the
grey economy operate almost exdusively on a barter systam. Bater means only trading you geds for what you think
they ore worth, and effectively eliminotes the increasingly despised money-changers out of the equation. however, it
Is, s always, o cwmbersome method of trode,

Technology
Cyberware

Cybertimbs very from simple prosthetic replacements, ofl the way through to high-cvome 'bionic’ limbs with enhonced
strength, reflexes and stomina. Anything beyond o prosthetic replacement start getting very expensive.

Internal orgons moy be replaced with cybemetic devices. The most common modificotions are replacement eyes,
enhanced hearing. and glondular hormoneldrug pumps. Most internal organs are reglaced with organic spares, either
vo-grown ar argan-legaed.

A persons refiexes may also be enhoanced with cybenwear - small neurol processors are potched into cruclal poinks in
the nenvous system. enhoncing reaction thme. Smart-linked weapons olso fall (nto this categony, ond the technology
used In o netrunners datajodk is very similor to thot used In o hardwired reflex boost.

Weaponry

Military combat technology is suited to only ane thing - killing people efficiently. In 2059, there are far more pecple
to kill, so it hes to dorwe more efficientiy. R corporate war modhine is on elite fighting forca of highly tralned grunts,
armed with smartlinked weopons, automatic torgeting systems, cyber-enhanced senses and physique, ond doped up
to the eyeballs with combot drugs.

On the streets the tedhnology Is more mundens. The traditional handgun s the waeapgon of cholze, supplementad in
many quorters with some form of blade. The ommunition used Is typlcally stondard or some form of armour piercing
round. Hi%h Explosive rounds for hondouns are awailoble, but are difficult to obtain, Depleted Uranium is exclusively
used by Bloderuaners. Smortdinks allowing semi-cwtonomous aiming systems are occasionolly seen, but few can
afford the expease,

Heovier weaponny s rore, uswally comed only by PlexPolice, militia waits, ond some of the batter equipped ganas.

Transport
Whe needs to travel when your local Plexmall "pravides for your every need ™.

Trevel in 2059 is hmited. For the upper echelons of society, telepresence hos made ghvsicd travel almost non-
axistent, When actual motion from A to Is require, oir travel is the mechanism of chice, Aitbome Vehicles (Avs) with
VTOL copabilities are predominont In this arena.

fis the hiararchy of soclety is descended, the vehicles cease to ba oirborme and return to the rooads, Plexiolice use o
combination of Avs and ground-bosed tronsport, usually similor to o hovercraft, but with a number of wheeled pursuit
vehicles.

Ihe rall nebwerk is ofl but dosed. end the long-houl motorways have not been maintained for over twenty
Within o clty's limits, the roods ore generally pitted, but not impossible to travel over. Some citles stili run o ‘light
il network , either abave ground, o below, tubes are generally poorly maintalned, and full of homeless folk.
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The transport of the average person (outside of a conur®) is either the bicycle o the skateboord. Simple, checp to run,
ond highly manseuvroble. Unfortunately, they are also sosy to steal.

Biogenetics

"I've done ... questionable things”
“Nothing the of biomedanics woulkdn't let you in heaven for”

The field of biogenetics hos advanced significantly by 2059. There ore ortificial peogle avalioble {at a high cost) and
votgrown orgon replacements are also availoble to those who <an afford tham.

Elective surgety is readily owvoilable at @ moderate cost. It is relatively safe, and mud used among the youth of the
richer elements of society. In the poorer sectors, surgery Is avaliable, but is much more rishy, ond tends to be used
more as a disguise or as 0ang colours.

The cutting edge of biotechnalogy 15 bioware - biclogical enhancements insteod of qbemetic
Nanotech

There is no nanotech. Well, that's not strictly true. There are namours of nanote<hnology (the mechanics of molecsar
assemblers and dis-assemblers) from many state of the ot labs, but the scieatific community regard it in rud the
some vein as cold fusion,

Those who cloim the existence of nanotech, believe the sdentists working on it ore besed in small orbital
laborataries, in order to Isolate the planet from the dangers of o grey ooze meltdown - the ultimate successfiul
nonotedh, The same people are olso likely to believe in alien abductions and the existence of vampires.

Micromechanics (the sderce of very small machines) ks much batter developed, and many of the bensfits attributed
to nmomim are ochievoble In 2059 with micro machines - minimal disruption surgery odvanced cybernuear, and even
neural splicing.

Other nanotech-like behaviour con ba seen with biochemicol products sixh as "toxin binders” and ‘system flush'.

Synthetics

More humaon than humon,..

Replicants

fi replicont s bioengineered lifeform, usually aeated from humon tissuss and constiucted vio an advanced bio-

netic assembly process. This process, ond the repliconts themselves, were created by the Tyrell Corporction in

35. They have progressed in design ond copability until today. in 2050, the?v are almost indistinguishable from

real peo&le. Their only drawback is their limited lifespan, os determined bu the Turing Reqistry in the 2048 Artificiol
t

Persons

The Nexus 6 ronge wos introduced in 2051, Physicolly and mentally of a similar ability to the previows Nexus Ss, the
b5 were created with o post, to cushion their emotlonol responses and provide o greater stability. Broi ing was
not sufficientiy advanced to dllow pre-“Birth” Impenting, so a personality ond memories were hard ¢ intc a

biochip, with neural feeds into the brain. Expedmentol models had the biachip glaces ot the base of the spinal cord
to focilitate eosy remaval. In addition, the experimentals automatically backed up thelr memories to o store on the
bioehip, In case of damoge to the broin. Tuing Insisted upon a termination method for the Nexus 6, thot could be
timestamped with on expiny date ot “birth’, to preveat the development of "real humon® emetions, and 5o avoiding
the problematic moral dilemmas thot would ensue in defining whot was humon owaway. The favoured method of
rerminozion of & Nexus & was via o cortex bamb, which would dastrey the broin totally, but couse no domage to the
surounding area. Tyrell oftén ougmented this (in experimentol models) with o custom virus than woukd unravel the
Tyreli-designed genes to prevent clonal copying.

Terminators

Cyberdyne Systems Is Tymell's mojor competitor in the military standolone webware marker. Cyberdyne's original
market was in security technology, but by 2031 it hod e into robotics ond cybermetics. Cyberdyne was Ffirst to
market in 2033 with the Defender - on android canine mimicked o dog In ferodty and loyelty. When the

CSE had oblitercked the conine population by lote ‘34, Cyberdyne comered the market, and was locking to

Cyberdune hod spent quwslnreseordxonMdevelopmmololunmondtold.ByQOthconlufruitsofmis
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reseorch hod been the (enormously profitable) Defender ‘roboconing” models. ond the Cherdyne board wos
contemplating cancelling the expensive program when Tyrell's first replicant was crnounced. The board qot excited
ond then scared. They acelerated the researdh with the aim of pUtting a product to morket.

Cyberdyne Initiated uafriendly toke-overs of companies with sultable technology: AUA In late 37, and US Robot ond
NMechanical Men Inc. In 2038, Late in ‘39, they released the first mechanical Favnonaid seaxlty system: the T-400, In

2043 (yberdyne bought out OCP, wtilising from it's "RoboCop” programme to develop the T1-800. In
addition, Cyberdyne conceliad OCP's unrelioble €D- models, o move that brought the company mudch public
acclaim.

1-800: The "Terminotor”, Aeworking OCP's research, Cyberdyne reploced the plostic skin of the T-600 series with
human flesh, blood and skin, The T-800 wos completely sell contoined within the armourad endoskeleton, ond ol the
externals were purely cosmetic. Introduced in 2048, the Terminator mode Cyberdyna’s name, supplonting Tyrell's
Nexus 4 and the newer, but wstable Nexus 5 in the top levels of the covert seowity morket. Stil In production todauy,
the T-800 still competes well with Tyrrell's latest, the Nexus 6.

Rumours persist of "made to measure* T-800s, with o Iving person’s oppecrance, ratina tgt;’nts. and voice patterns.
Cyberdyne repeotedly deny the existence, or the possibility of such o model, and cite experse ond technical
difficulty of manufocturing a Life Model Dacoy (VD).

Clones

At this juncture, o word must be soid cbout doning. Still legally © grey area, most of the issues regarding doning ore
settled in the copyright courts, A person’s genetic code is regarded as their personal property, and they have sole
copyricht over it (assuming they ore by citizens). Coning is technologlaally simple compared to dasigning and
biologically manufocturing o replicant. At its simplest level, a cdone con be aeated in vitro, and Imglanted into o
surrogate womb (natural or artifidal), However, all that will result in is on "identical twin® of the subject, witheut the
subject’s mind or memories.

€ven given the above, sucessful doning is still on expensive and longwinded task. To prevent replicotive

ion, o <done must be grown ot nomoal rates, requiring ot least 15 years to matwe. For use as q
transplantation donor, little more needs to be done, except for rationalising the moral amblguities that ensue when
the clone odileves self cworeness as part of the natural growth process. you take your healthy twins heart
(ond probably life) to sove your cwn?

Individual organs can be grown in "vots" of nutrient and used for transplant prposes, bt ot a higher argan
copital cost thon doning, ¢nd o much higher cost then purchasing from orgondeqgers or bady banks (botﬁeéobcllv

lleqal).

For @ more permanent restorotive. how obout a whole new doned body (including brain, the only organ that connot
be reploced by tronsplontation, ond the most &t to ogeing damage)? A clone is created, ond | grown In o
vat, as for a singular organ. Again, the clone must be motured ot noturad rates to ensure on uncermupted copy. During
this period, the brain must be carefully stimulated to loy down sultoble pathuways for brainmaog implentotion.

Once the clone is fully grown, a brain to brain copy may be ottempted. These are successid no more than 20% of the
time, as the veracity of the copy is difficult to determine, due to the fow level of understending of broinmop
structures. €ven glvea a s«cessgf cuplication, problems con orise with the original subject refusing to believe the
‘cwakened' clone contains their mind ond memories, and kegol difficulties are clmost certain to ensue. Never the
less, cloning is o favourite method of immortality for the hyperrich. Populor, however, It is not.

@rtificial Intelligence

Despite the usual rejeinder thot Al is o contradiction in terms, there are o number of compurer qenerated constructs
that con mimic human thought processes, and o slightly larger number of constructs that ore recarded as sentient, but
it is found that dossifying such intelligence Is nigh on impossible.

All Ais ore limited by the Artificial Inteliigences At 2036, ond the Turing Reglstry ore required by thelr ters of
reference to inspect ond seaxe all Als. Inspection ensures that the free will of the Intefiigence is limited to one or two
degraes of freedom, and securing the intelligences enswes that ol Al systems have a failsafe shutdown method,
should a rogue occur, Said shutdown system s likely terminal ta the Intelligence wncemed, and certainly expensive
in replacement hordware, as it usually involves physicol destruction of the core memany and (PUs.

Als cre used for many purpoases, ond some have limited citizenship under the limitations of the Al At PO36. Most

mojor corporate doto structures ore ICED by Al-generated code, and many RED lobs use Als to evaluate ond
extrapolote doto,

sl I
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The Net

"Bom to be Wired™

In the lote 20th century, the global computer network known os the Internet oreaw until it hod multigle points of
presence in every nation on Earth. At the tun of the century the odvent of multimedio ond virual reality transformed
it into more thon just o dota network.

Compater man-machine interfaces have cdvanced beyond the twentieth centuny's graphical and VR-hased stote-of-
the-art. The standord interface is via o consensual hallucination generated by o cuberspoce dedk. Plu directly
into the brains seasorium by heod mounted electrodes or direct-wired this &phﬂcd. itory, tactile
representation of data virtually imoges the globol network os a web of lines and neon sbruchures. It s here in
the Net that crime con really pay.

The Net is not o single entity, instead, it is o kroely unmancged omalgamation of a hundred thousand networks,
with tens of millions of machines connected, (hile the underlying hardware of the Net Is o varied os the colours of
the butterfly, the perception of the user portrays it as o homogenous whole, through the medium of the consensual
hallucination that is cyberspace.

The Net can be occessed In a number of ways., from o simple chorocter-based terminal (as has been used for nearly
100 yeors), through the possibllities of multimedio and on into the state of the ort: direct neural input, via a trodeset
of s. direct newral input (DNI) ollous the user to perceive the Net os pure seasory dato, In @ similor monner to
SimyStim ™. This is cyberspoce.

Everyone uses the Net, whether they know It or not. Transferring credit from one account to another, vsing the phone
of vidphooe, watching coble, Buying on Home Shopping Channel, or getting o parking ticket, all rely on doto
traversing the net. Printing off o statement ot on A™, or buying o screamsheet ot ¢ news terminal are both uses of
the Net, ond traces of activity cre left in records on systems and logs on monitors.

Netrunnlng Is the use and misuse of the Net. A netrunner may be o legitimate trouble-shooter seeking flaws in
systems or Installing code patches remataly. A netrunner may be a hebbyist searching out that elusive piece of data
on public occess databases across the planet, Cr a netrunner mey be a thief, o hacker, o data bandit hijacking
information or aredit ransfers cnd selling tham on for profit.

fll the information that Is, ond has ever bean captured electronically is somewhere in the net, be it your childhood
school records, or your complete genetic profile. Someone, somewhere con profit by It. To maintain data seaurity,
corporote. dotchases and mainfromes hide behind walls of security progroms known as ICE. ICE is usually benian,
merely preventing unauthorised owess to the systems It protects, but netrunners tell toles of Black ICE - lethal securlty
that con scramble neural pothweys or flatling your heart. Most of these tales ore reqarded on the some level as 20ch
cantury stories of electrocution by telephone,

Netrunners ore usudlly hardwired to thelr decks - sophisticated computer systems that generote the viral sensony
enviroament thot Is cyberspace from the underlying protocols, transports and datn,  They disdaln the trodesets of
casual users ond corporote professionals for many of the some reasons the dedicoted SimiStim ™ junkie grefers jack
plugs - lack of static bleed through, better signal quality and Foster response times,

Softwore s availoble, Illicit ond lllegally to moke o netrunner’s life easler. While the very best can hack through
standerd ICE using nothing more thon thelr deck’s firmwere pr . and thelr own brainpower, most require some
form of ICSoreaker - o progrom speciolly coded to divert disable ICE. The very best (ond most expensive)
ICEbreakers are develeped for militory or esplonage use. Get your hands on o copy of one of those, and the wordd's
pour oyster.
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"Use what you can, then chuck the rest oway..."”
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httpJ i trpod.comi-stodi/index. html

http:/fwww.en utexas.edw/-tonpalabespunk/

http:/fwusy city-net.com/-vagans/soureerer b ™|

Manifesto

Clubbing

Things That Should Not Be is o Uve Role-Ploying Club, run on a stricdy non-professional basis, Things Thot Should Not
Be runs 1920's, Gothic ond Modern-Day hommor weekends ot sites throughout the countny. Contoct Martin Jones
{address evailable from the irisrwised referees) for details.

The Adventurers’ Guikd is on orgonisation dedicated to oll aspects of Uve RolePloy and associoted hobbies. It
provides on information service, insurance, affiliotions for dubs, and some of the best fontosy Inkeroctive scenarios
currently availoble in the UK. Contact the AG Secretary {oddress availoble from the mtervised referees) for more

chatails,

Time Games is high %nliw highly Inceroxtive Live Role-playing Groaup, ninning scenarlos in may different genres, from
fantasy through to 1930s mystery. Responsible for the 6 year long totally wonderful ‘Forgotten Sotrows' Khardorain
fantasy compaian. Contact address availoble from the intesvisxd eferces,

WIREDD olso run eyberpunk Live Rele Play, olthough in o more fantastic “Shodowrun’ style setting. Ruanirg many small
events throughout the year, with larger ones twice o year. Their contact address is availoble from the intervised

referees.

Copyrights

¥ Grwired is the name of the cyberpunit unlverse areated by Trecie Fleming, Dave Phelon, Hatie Player ond Rlex Hill.
Where it contains elements inspired by the works listed abowe (ond others), no breach of copuright is intended or
should be inferred. Where such Inspirotion Is recognisable, it should be reqarded os a tribute, ond no ottemps has
bean (or will be) made to profit from the copyright holders' legitimate property. Nevertheless, the arangement of
ideas ond concepts thot Is collectively refermed to os “iarwird” © 1993, 1994 Tracie Fleming, Korie Player, Dove
Phelon and Alex Hill,

Disclaimers

Where the terms “cyberpunk’ ond "ojberspace’ are used, they are used in o purely desaiptive manner to refer to
concepts and ideos that ore currently in the public domain. In no woy is such use Intended as an infringement of
trademarks or registered trademarks ouwned by any role-playing game company or otherwise.,

Where details in this handbook differ from the world s previously presented, this document should be taken as the
definitive wersion, If this should couse you or pour character any meojor difficulties, then please contact the (s wired
referaes in writing. Any fotuous complaints will be filed In \deviaull.

This is o work of fiction, All the doracters, events and organisations portrayed In this handbook are fictitious, and
ony resemblance to real people, crganisotions or events is entirely yowr own problem,
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